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Foundation headquarters in Darmstadt-Eberstadt



Software AG
Foundation

Software AG Foundation is the majority shareholder

of Software AG. The non-profit organization shares the
company’s name because the endowment used to start
the Foundation consisted of Software AG stock. Today,
Software AG Foundation holds approximately 30 percent of
Software AG stock, and the organizations are two separate
legal entities. Software AG Foundation’s assets amount to
approximately €800 million, about half of which is made
up of Software AG shares; the other half comes from a wide
range of other investments. This makes Software AG
Foundation one of Germany’s 10 richest foundations. In

2007 it awarded total funding in the amount of €30 million.

Peter Schnell’s motivation for rolling over nearly all his
Software AG shares into Software AG Foundation in 1992
arose from his conviction that he wanted to make a
permanent, beneficial contribution to the world that would
live on after his own time on Earth ended. Since his

retirement from Software AG’s board in 1996, Peter Schnell
has been directing Software AG Foundation and its activi-
ties. Today the Foundation has about 30 salaried employ-
ees. With its slogan “helping people help each other,”
Software AG Foundation supports private initiatives in the
following fields:

Assistance to the disabled

Education, training and youth welfare
Assistance to the elderly
Environmental protection

Academic support in the fields of organic farming,
complementary medicine, and teaching
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By supporting these fields, Software AG Foundation aims to
give life to meaningful ideas and promote projects from which
a healing impetus emanates and that can serve as an example
for other projects.

Software AG Foundation

€ 800 million in assets (2007)
€ 30 million in funding (2007)
700 grant requests (2007)

375 grant awards (2007)

The type of aid offered by Software AG Foundation varies
largely from project to project. Financial support, for example,
may entail the Foundation doubling all monies generated by a
project’s coordinators. The Foundation also offers support in the
form of consulting services. If, for instance, it becomes clear
during the evaluation stage that project leaders need assistance
in drafting a business plan, the Foundation can help. Types of
aid vary as much as the projects themselves. There is, however,
one common denominator: Support should be measured and
targeted. Measured aid is important, because when financing is
too great, you run the risk of losing sight of the social impetus
of the project. The Foundation aims to support those who
initiate projects for the purpose of benefiting people. This
benefit must be clearly expressed in the funding proposal.
Because interacting with those who are committed to a project
is such an important aspect, most of the supported organiza-
tions are modest in size and not large, anonymous recipients.

Interview with Walter Hiller, spokesman for
Software AG Foundation

Mr. Hiller, people like to pigeonhole Software AG Foundation as
exclusively supporting projects related to anthroposophy
(philosophy used by Steiner/Waldorf schools). Does this
assessment do justice to the Foundation’s goals?

No, because Software AG Foundation has quite consciously
given itself a multifaceted constitution. It supports free,
non-governmental initiatives and deals directly with people
who are working for a cause. The Foundation provides support
for people who are taking responsibility for a cause in, but not
limited to, the world of anthroposophical philosophy.

The hexagonal desks continue to remind Software AG
employees, at least in the Darmstadt Headquarters, of the
spiritual roots of company founder Peter Schnell.

What was Peter’s aim in creating Software AG Foundation?

When Peter created Software AG Foundation, he had no
intention of putting himself at the helm of a major organiza-
tion. Rather, he was interested in bringing certain fields and the
people working in them out of their niche existence. The
endowed chairs in the fields of biodynamic agriculture and
alternative medicine supported by Software AG Foundation are
good examples of this. The point of this is to turn previously
neglected areas of scientific study into academic disciplines, to
give people the qualifications to be able to engage in academic
dialog, in academia in general, and in societal debate. With its
efforts, the Foundation aims to give fringe fields and niche
topics a chance to be a part of societal debate, moving them
from the perimeter to the center of society.

In the Maecenata survey of Germany’s largest foundations,
Software AG Foundation was once described as “systematically
stubborn.” I think this is a rather good description of the
Foundation’s character.

As the inventor of the world’s fastest database, Peter Schnell is
undoubtedly a technology-oriented person. In his work for



Software AG Foundation, people are quite clearly the focus. Is
that a contradiction?

Peter Schnell’s goal in his work for the Foundation is to
counteract problematic social trends. He would like to set a
standard against things that have gotten out of hand in today’s
world - against the increasing depersonalization of society and
against the blind glorification of technology and the resulting
lopsidedness. His aim is to oppose these developments with a
healing impetus. He is motivated by his belief that people
change the world, and his desire to support those people who
are making a difference.

Our Darmstadt colleagues can experience the work of
Software AG Foundation at their own doorstep, at the Hofgut
Oberfeld, for example. Does Software AG Foundation also
support projects abroad?

Software AG Foundation focuses its involvement on Central
Europe. On account of familial connections - Peter Schnell’s wife
is Brazilian - there is also a focus on projects in Brazil, particularly
those related to education. Except for support of academic pursuits,
which is limited to Germany, Software AG Foundation works in
countries outside Germany in all the fields it is involved in.

Support for the Waldorf school movement is probably our
most international field of work. The Foundation’s goal here is
to encourage those breaking new ground. In France, the
Waldorf school movement was constantly accused of being a
sect, so Software AG Foundation has come to the schools’ aid
with targeted public relations efforts.

In Brazil, Software AG Foundation helped the Waldorf school
movement with start-up financing. The Foundation linked its
support with the goal of enabling children from all social
backgrounds to attend Waldorf schools, establishing these
schools as a platform for integration.

The formerly socialist countries of Eastern Europe are seeing
initiatives for introducing a pluralistic school system. We are
actively involved in building Waldorf schools and nursery
schools in many of these countries.

The Steiner Academy in England is the first fully state-backed
Waldorf school. This financing was provided on the condition
that a private investor raise 10% of the start-up capital. The
government then promised to cover the remaining expenses.
Software AG Foundation supported project initiators in their
endeavor to raise the funds.

Today companies increasingly see themselves as having social
responsibility as well. In this regard, wouldn't it make sense to
conduct some Software AG/Software AG Foundation joint
projects?

Absolutely. There already are such projects, for example, the
“Move Your Feet” campaign, through which Software AG and its
employees are supporting Foundation projects in Brazil and
Bulgaria. These are our first joint attempts, which can certainly
be developed further. I think that together we are on the right
path here.

Peter Schnell, Founder and Chairman of Software AG Foundation
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SOME EXAMPLES OF SOFTWARE AG

FOUNDATION'S WORK

Darmstadt: A farm in the city

With the support of Software AG Foundation, a place for
people with disabilities to live and work is underway on the
site of a former farm and the last intact agricultural operation
within the Darmstadt city limits. It is expected to be ready in
late 2009. Hofqut Oberfeld is intended to be an organic farm,
with a market, a restaurant and a café. It will also be an
educational site. And visiting preschool and elementary school
children are already able to move about freely and have fun
there. The objectives of this project are to maintain the
140-hectare Hofgut Oberfeld as local recreation area, add value
to it through ecological management and provide a “place for
all Darmstadters.”

Darmstadt: “Wilde 13”

In addition to municipal, church, and independent child-care
facilities, Darmstadt has a number of options that are spon-
sored by parents’ associations. “Wilde 13" is one of them.
Founded in 1993 by a group of parents, the organization
initially offered capacity for 13 children between the ages of
two and six in a former classroom space rented from the city.
The organizers intended for “Wilde 13” to be an important part
of the children’s lives outside of their family. The concept
behind this project is a living process in which children, parents
and teachers can all play a role. “Wilde 13,” with its total of
58 spots for children between 1 and 12 years of age, is now
among the largest private child-care facilities in Darmstadt.
And who knows: Maybe that was not the last project of this
kind, and “Wilde 13" will expand again.

Brazil: Center for the blind and deaf in Sao Paulo

There is massive demand for therapy and education for blind
and deaf people in the city of Sao Paulo, with its approximately
twenty million inhabitants. The Brazilian government does not
consider providing support for people with disabilities a priority.
Therefore, Software AG Foundation supports the ADefAv
association, which has been a committed pioneer in providing
education and care in Sao Paulo since 1983. Software AG
Foundation helped build a center to offer care for 120 deaf

and blind individuals in cooperation with doctors, teachers,
therapists, and social workers.

Poland: Healthy food from a healthy environment

In the rural Polish town of Juchowo, people are coming
together with the support of Software AG Foundation. The farm
encompasses 800 hectares of cropland, 200 hectares of
meadows and pastures, and 100 hectares of forest. It will use
its farming, cattle husbandry, gardening, and fruit growing to
become largely self-supporting, with little need to purchase
feed, fertilizer, or other such resources. The farm is run by
50-60 employees according to biodynamic farming principles.
And socially speaking, this farm is exemplary: People with and
without disabilities live and work together here. It has its own
day-care center along with places to work and learn in the
fields of special needs education, art, handcrafts, and small-
scale industry.
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AND SOFTWARE AG JOINT PROJECTS

Brazil: A learning center for young people

The applicant for this project supported by the Software AG
Foundation was a class at a school in Ronnenberg, Lower
Saxony. Their objective is to develop a learning center for

65 young people in Porto, a city in underdeveloped northeast-
ern Brazil. The funds needed for the entire project (property,
building materials, language courses and travel costs for the
German pupils, etc.) amount to about €100,000. These German
young people witness first-hand how their peers in Brazil live.
And the Brazilians, in turn, experience the dedication and inter-
national solidarity of the Germans.

Bulgaria: A place to stay for young people

The German association known as “Bulgarien Initiative
Deutschland e.V.” is building a children’s home and supervised
living space in Veliko Turnovo, Bulgaria for young people who
age out of state care and are put out on the street upon
turning 16. A suitable and affordable building for this is,
however, in severe need of renovation. Software AG Foundation
has already helped Bulgarien Initiative Deutschland e.V. cover
the costs once. And now additional aid is needed, which is
being provided by Software AG and Software AG Foundation.

India: Empowering underprivileged children in India

Extreme poverty in rural India continues to be a major problem.
Those who suffer most are children. They are one of the most
neglected groups. Proper education can make a huge difference
in their future. Software AG Foundation and Software AG are
planning to endorse EmpowerKids, a group which fosters
elementary school education in India. Toys and books that
encourage creativity and play are missing from these poor
children’s lives. EmpowerKids seeks to provide them with a
minimum of basic school supplies such as uniforms, shoes,
books, notebooks, and pencils. Because schools in rural areas
have very few teachers (often two or three teachers to educate
the entire school of kindergartners to fifth graders), the children
do not receive the attention that they need to grow and learn.
These children are also at risk of being attracted to child labor
to help earn for their families. For these reasons, EmpowerKids
plans to help build an infrastructure and provide the resources
and the environment that will allow children to learn and
develop without being impeded by economic hardships.

State-run schools will be supplemented, allowing children
at risk to continue their education. The following support
measures are planned:

Purchase and distribution of school supplies
Construction of school libraries

Establishment of after-school programs that create a safe and
supportive environment for learning

Organization of community centers using school premises for

children, parents, and community members to become involved
in supporting local schools and educational programs
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